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The Preſton } Miracle. 


| EAR the beautiful town of Prefton, in the 

*- coutity of Lancaſter, lived-one Hexekiab 
- Atmifitorls, 2 an ancient rich farmer, having ont 
enby d: bo was a pieus yenng woman 
and the daring of his heart. For his own part, 
he was a man of an exccplary liſe and conver- 

f ation, of whom Providence ſocmed to have a 


28 8 him ; his lands producing every year 

 - ceraandidther gratm more plentifülly than his 

| neizubeur 5; Which he, like a good chriffian, 
(not fozgetting tlie Hang that gave it) as boùnti- 
Kally diſpoſed of to the poor; * to ſuch as had 
but litsle to lay out, he would beſure to give 
- double meafure, when his neighbours ſold theirs 
at a very dear rate. Itimay by truly; (aid of this 
* e man, chat en fmiled upon 
all ee W tis flocks fed 
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would this good man ſay, O wretched unches: 


into the ground, and pulled out the Pradtice 2 
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eame to the door to aſł for; alms, ſhe would tell 
them That truly ſhe had nothing to: beſtow- za 
for times were very hard, & {he did not know: : 
. how ſoon ſhe might want her ſelf, if that raging 
diſtemper the plague ſhould come about. FPhen 
ritable woman has the Lord qndowed us with >» - 
ſuch riches for thee to ſend ibe nootie way emp 
ty ? Rleſſed Lord, let, not the ſins· of this uncha- 
ritable oreatute be upon me, but aveththe juſt 
jucgments,“ and deliver me in the groatrday of 
wrath. 9 N nn Re 8 | 
One day above the reſt A Poor hon having” aa 
three ehjildren/came,to.che farmer for; a peck oꝓĩj 
wheat, which he meaſured out to by. has ps, & Mn 
gave ner three handfuls över, that esch child yy * 
might have. the better meal: which his wife ſre- 
2x, e began 9 ſcold at him, wiſhing that the ow? 
Lord would, take her. aut of this-troubieſame.. : 
„world. far the was ſure. thoſe menſyrgs: would 
" 00h bring Her to poyeitys Ke bi 2.3729 
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- - his ſteps homeward; bu com f 
of bis houſe, be ſpied a perſon walking in àno- 
ttmer path, an happened to meet him at the ſtile. 
"—%S -T his ſtranger, who appcared to be but young, 
WM was Cleathed in fine raimenf.- his hair white as 
Nu, his coat of a high colour ſpangled with gold,. 
* his vet of pure purple, bis ſtockings of a deli- 


de appeared more like an angel than a human 
creaturez and coming up with the farmer, with 
@ civil behaviour and courteous language, thus 


-. abouts,-praydireft a ftranger where be may find 

_ a habitation to ref} his weary limbs till morning, 

it being now” the dead time of gight. Pretty 

| youth, ſaid: dhe farmer, you have but about 
two miles to Preſton, where you'll meet with 
Ann fer your accommodation; and to oblige ſo 
cCourteous a ſtranger, if you will go with me, 1 
will ſend my ſervant to conduct you thither. I 
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# Y | 8 kindly thank you, faid the firanger, but would 
„ VWillngly fad reſt nearer, which if you prepare 
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fler me; I promiſe you ſhall not go unre warded. 
Spee youth; replied the farmer, I fear my ha- 
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=.  - bitation'is 160 mean for ſuch a guoft as you, but 
-* nevertheleſs I would make an offer it, if 1 did 


deen his hand he fell sſleep, and waked not tilt © 


ts ajife. Guedlihy it to be late, be bent 
coming within's feld 
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ente green, and every way fo nicely dreſt 'thav 


aceoſted him: Honeſt father, if you live hete- 
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temper, might. diſpleaſe you. Nothipg ns“ 
diſpleaſe me, ſaid the ſtranger: {o 1 defire that 
I bog lodge with you in your houſe till morn” 
, When I muft go about my maſter's buſi- 
on Why, are you a ſervant? faid the farmer · 
As for that. ſaid the ſtranger, you ſhall know 
cer we part — Then they went both together, 
and the farmer gave him a heety welcome to his 
| houſe; but the ſtranger refuſed to eat or drink, 
defiring only a little diſcourſe with the farmer, 
who conferied there to. 
When they were both ſet down, the farmer 
ſaid: I remember you faid you was a ſervant; { 
| deſire” to know who is your matter, if it be no 
offence. The maſter | ſerve, t replied the ſtran- 
ger, i164 good and gracious lord. moſt holy and 
righteous ; his poſſeſſions are latge, his tenants - 
many, his rewards bonntiful, his love unmenfe. 
So good a lord & mafter, ſaid the farmer, can- 
not Deſtso much lov'd, nor too faithfully ferv'ds - 
and I's fain know lis name. That you ſhall, 
fad the ſtranger, before we part: in the mean 
time | muſt inform you, that it is he who hears 
the cries and-relieves the wants of rhe poor. & 
Never ſails ta help thoſe who with an humble 
heart addreſs themſelves to him—T find you to 
de a man of uprightneſs, and that the blefling of 
God is upon you; therefore I will reveal ſeve. 
ral miraculous things to you that will ſure 
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| heart, 46d fevea] the fame th be world when 4: 
m gone, — An anye: fal peace wil happen in 
- Europe, and | plenty. ofall thipgs wil) enſue; 1 W. 
poor Will rg mate complain, ; for wheat wall de 
zt three (billings a buſhel. , Reme vill meet 
with à fats] blow blow for her ſuperſtitions, af- 

ter whith the Proteffant Religion ſhall foutiſn 
for ages to come. Let England repefit,, and 
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return "ue thanks to the Lotd, for her proſperity | op 


ant plenty, hieb may continue God'y, bloſſing f f 
upon der. 121. trading will fleuriſh, and there F; 
will be joy i in every ones face thro” the plenty of 


% . ol} things: for hc Lord will bleſs the land once 


more, and try if his people will remember their 
God, who relieved them in the day of Youble, 
when tth&e* Was 4 ſcarcity of corn, all trading 1 
dead, *and the bloody "{word. drawn in the field. 
This." Talg the eme, will be the Jovkolleft © me 


Eygęland ever yet, ſaw: and I hope I may de ſire, 25 


without oflence, a certain teſtimory ſiom you 
for the truth of his. ls pot thy right hand well 
and ſon nd. a8 it mould be? ſaid the Ranger. 
Yes, fepſted the fafengre Then put it ig tby. 
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by Nercge Der this plenty thall come, 
5 And face, which will- happen very frequent inn 5 ; 


_ ſmall pox, which will prey very fata in;Lon- 
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my maſter, replied the 
names; but if you will lo inte "the glaſs whea 


and juſt in all thy ways, & the. Lord Wall N 
tbespenfeld. The Late be ptaifed for all his 


thou haſt told me "this, pray give me a-fignthat 
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put thy hand in thy boſom again, and n shall 1 


de well; and dikgently attend While L celate one 
more matter of moment, for'time grows hort. 
The farmer qbeying the ſtranger, to. bis. great. 
joy his hand was reftored, and then the. ſtranger 


there thall three calamities befal England ; ; the 
"firſt will be a ſwelling diftemper ia the throat 


_ moſt parts, but not very mortal, and will affect 
| young pesple le chiefly. "The. ſecond, Will de the 


on and other places in this kingdom, and will 
"{woep away e of people. _ * he third 
will be z fever, which will rage yery much, ef-. 
A in the weſtern and fouthe m parts of the 
and, and many will die e "Particularly 


live to 108 all theſe : be therefore upr 
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word'rous works, faid the farmer; but nee 


oſt. 


I may kaow the maſter you ſerve. As for my 
„he has many _ 


I a = thou nhalt find 8 ſiga i n thy 2 | 95 : I Be © 


thy chamber, EP thou ſhalt find thy wife 4 
i the ſwelling ditempet in her throat. Upon 
© © which the farmer running up flairs, found it. 
vas (rue as the ſtranger had ſaid ; and coming 
© down again, -perceived he way gone z When 
- going to the glaſs, be, to. his great aftoniſh- 
ment, ſaw the Croſs upon his forehead ; which 
. made him think that the perſon who told him 
theſe things was an : whereupon he cried 
out; Lord, I believe l help my unbelief! At- 
kiving praiſed God, he called for bis ſervants 
and ſhewed them the Croſs on his forehead, 
ML which they -endeavoured to wipe out, but in 
8 Vain. Nevertheleſs in > fewohours it dwin- 
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